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1985 ANNUAL MEETING DATES SET

Plans have been set for the 1985 Chapter meeting at Withlacoochee State Forest Training
Center on February 11-13, 1985. The theme of this year's meeting will be "Fisheries Management
in Florida". The program committee has arranged for talks from representatives of several levels
of government as well as commercial and sportfishermen user groups. See the enclosed tentative
agenda for what promises to be an interesting and informative session.

As in past years, the center will provide dormintory-style lodging and meals for participants
requiring overnight accommodations. Pre-registration is required. Those planning to attend please
fill out and return the enclosed registration form with a check for the $15 registration fee no later
than December 15, 1984. There will be a $5 late fee added to registration received after this date.
If the number of registrants exceeds the overnight accommodation capacity of the center {76),
reservations will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. The nearest offsite accom-
modations are at Brooksville.

CALL FOR CONTRIBUTED PAPERS

- The annual meeting of the Florida Chapter, American Fisheries Society, will have a
contributed papers session from 1:00 - 5:00 PM on Tuesday, 12 February 1985.

This call solicits papers for oral presentation at that time. Abstracts not exceeding 200
words should be sent to: ‘

‘Charles Wooley :
.8, Fish and Wildlife Service
1612 Junie Avenue -
Panama City, Fl. 32405

Abstracts must be received by 1 December 1984 to be considered. Tweive (12) minutes will
be allotted for presentations and three (3) minutes for questions. Papers are invited on any
fisheries topic, but in keeping with the spirit of this year's symposium, preference will be given to
fisheries management papers. Student papers are welcomed. o :



PRESIDENT’S REPORT

AFS Natxonal Meetmg, Ithaca, N.Y, '
The ‘Florida Chapter was. well repre-

sented at-this year's annual meetmg ‘at Cornell )

University, - Over® a ~doZen of ~our ‘members
were present, with technical presentations
bemg made by several.

B}.ll Seaman and I attended the annuai
leadership luncheon, where we presented our
slide series on Florida Aquatic Habitat and

Fisheries Resources.  This® was “véry -well ’

received, and several other chapters have

asked for. our adwce on producmg a s;mﬂar

series.

Pclso on the good news front, Carl
Sullivan announced at the meeting: that: the -

permanent home fund has reached its goal, and

. .our main office. is. now paid for. «Just think« = -~

no- more requests for donatmnsT

szae bad news comes - last Even thdugh*
ch Gregory, ‘was in -

our | first | preSLdent
‘charge of. the. annual..raffle, -nobody from
Florida won any of the items.

Florida Chapter Slide Series

Enclosed with this issue of the news-
letter is an announcement that our slide series
has been duplicated and is available at the

offices listed. Bill Seaman deserves a vote of . -
thanks from the entire membership for his

efforts in producing this.

Symposium Publication -

.. The manuscript for our symposium publi- .,
“gation "Florida“ Aquatic Habitat and’ Fisheries™

Resources" is almost ready for the printer.
Three chapters are finished, two are under-
going final revision, and the introduction is
being completed. We'll have these available
for distribution at the February meeting in
Brooksville. Pre-publication price is still
S10. 00 each, and will remain at this level until

‘haven't already) “send $10:0¢

Water Fish Commission, Post Office Box 1903,
Eustis, Flerida 32726.

?:Dmgell ~Johnson E.xpanszon

In June congress passed an expansion of

the Dingell-Johnson  bill = (called the
“Wallop-Breaux Fund) which extends the

Federal Excise Tax on fishing equipment to

include items such as tackle boxes, lines,
“hooks, trolling mdtors, etc. ‘

New funds will be appropriated to the
states based on the "old" formula of number of
licensed anglers and acreage of fishable water.
Within individual coastal states "mew"™ monies

“will be appropriated to ‘marine and freshwater
-.aréa§” based on the estimated numbers of
1 ‘anglérs in each; for Florida this runs approxi-

' mately 52% marine, 48% freshwater. At least
- 10% of the total state funds (old D-J plus new

Wallop-PBreaux Funds) must be used for public
boating access projects. In addjtion, up to

- 10% of total state -funds may be used for
' aquatic' resource-education programs. At this
“time nobody knéws how much money we're
“talking about for ‘cur state or when funds will

* become- avmlable ' :

Salaries

Elsewhere in this newsletter are copies
of correspondence to and from Dr.
Gissendanner and Col. Brantly concerning the
salary issue. It appears that we are making

. some--headway here; at least a_ll the players

are aware of the problem. Although it

‘remains to be seen how seriously.this is being
econmdered we - should have some de:fmlte

answers before the first of the year

Upcommg Annual Meetmg

We will most likely be pubhshmg one
more newsletter before our Feburary meeting.
I any..of you have items of general interest to
bring before the .membership at-our business

- meeting; please let. me know. as-soon as pos-
- 51b1e so that I can draft an agenda.

e 3 . e

Treasurer, Fl. AFS, Florida Game and Frésh

NOMINEES FOR PRESIDENT-ELECT

The following members have been selected by the Nominating Committee as candidates for

James P. Clugston

Jim Clugston returned to Florida in
August, 1983, after an absence of about 19
years. Jim began his fishery career in 1959
with the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish
Commission. He was stationed at Fort
Lauderdale and Leesburg during his six years
in the state. Jim eniered federal service in
1965 with the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries
(NMFS) at Galveston, Texas. Two years were

later spent in the Atlanta Regional Office of
the Fish and Wildlife Service as Chief, Section

of Anadromous Fish. From 1968 to 1975, Jim
was. Assistant Unit Leader of the Georgia
Cooperative Fishery Research Unit and, from
1975 to his recent Florida assignment, as
Chief, Southeast Reservoir Investigations,
Clemson, South Carolina. He is presently
Director of the service's new f{under con-
struction) National Fishery Research Labora-
tory in Gainesville.

Jim is a life member and has  been

very active in the American Fisheries Society.
He served as secretary-treasurer and
president of the sc'°‘1etys southern division, on
numerous national and division committees,
and as program chairman of the 1975 national
meeting in Las Vegas. He also is a
past-president of the South Carolina Fishery
Workers Association and helped in the recent
formation of that state's AFS chapter. Jim is

a new Associate Editor of the North American -

Journal of Fisheries Management.

Jim believes "the direction of any
chapter must be in response to the needs of its
members. The officers' roles are to under-
stand, guide, and coordinate the activities to
meet the needs. Obviously, present and past
officers have been doing a great job. The
rapid growth of the chapter attests to this,
An example of a need met is commun-
ication--to maintain close contact and
exchange information with other fishery
workers throughout the state. The Florida
chapter is doing an excellent job at this
through its annual meeting and The
Shellcraker. Directions have been set--the
chapter should continue to grow, exchange
information, voice unified opinions on issues
facing the state's and nation's fisheries, and be
a productive influence on the Parent Society."

3 President-Elect. We will be voting on these candidates at the February annual meeting.

e

Marty M. Hale

Marty graduated from Auburn University
with a B.S. degree in fisheries management in
1977 and received an M.S degree in fisheries
management from Auburn ‘in 1980. After
conduCting ‘postgraduate research in reservoir
and river. ecology at Auburn, he was employed
‘as & biologist by the Florida Game and Fresh
Water Fish Commission in 1980. In 1981,
Marty became supervisor of the statemde
Commercial Fisherijes Investigations Project.
He has published numerous papers on the
potential impact commercial fishing gear such
as hoop nets, pound nets, and gill nets might
have on game fish populations in the St. Johns
River. Marty is currently conducting research
on catfish in the St. Johns River and is
investigating the potential commercial harvest
of underutilized fish stocks in Florida.

Marty is a Certified Fisheries -

Scientist, an ' associate “member” ‘of the

American Institute of Fishery: .Research
Biologists, serves on the AFS Commermal
Advertising Committee and .is. currently

secretary/treasurer of the AFS Fionda
chapter.

Marty's main priority is for the Florida
chapter to continue addressmg issues -that
atfect the waters, habitats “4nd ﬂshery
resources of Florida, such as-the "Wetland
Bill" and the Clean Water Act... He would:also
like to continue improving our image as’ pro-
fessionals in the fisheries field to both:admin-
istrators and the general public. Marty would
very much like to see more positive inter-
action between the three major state environ-
mental agencies, the DNR, DER and GFC.
Recent passage of the "Wetlands Bill" will
require that this take place in the immediate
future. Regulatory agency personnel who deal
with water quality and dredge and fill per-
mitting, especially those in key administrative
positons, need to be sensitized to the needs of
our fishery resources. Our chapter could take
a lead in this area by establishing a volunteer
group of fishery scientists to develop and
present a training session on the connection
between quality aquatic habitat and fishery
resources, the economic impact of sport and
commercial fisheries, and the level of impor-
tance fisheries should occupy in the regulatory
framework.




(Eome Office Cont.)

TWO NEW AFS SECTIONS PROPOSED:
"Computer user group section”-is being
organized by Don Chase. Interested members
are asked to contact Don at the Fish Manage-
ment Division, Washington Department of
Game, 600 N. Capitol Way, Olympia, WA
98504 or call (206)753-5713(work) (206)943-
0330(home). .

Genetics section - has been displayed by Dr.
William K. Hershberger of the University of
Washington School of Fisheries. If you are
interested, write Dr. Hershberger at the
School of Fisheries WH-10 University of
Washington, Seattle, Washington 99195 or.call
(206)543-4267.

B T T e

- CHAPTER NEWS

CONSERVATION "SUMMIT MEETING"

For the first time, the Chapter was
represented at a pre-legislative session "sum-
mit meeting" of statewide conservation
groups. The primary purpose of this annual
meeting is to establish a cohesive priority list
of legislation which will be supported by all
groups involved.

The Florida Chapter is now a voting
member of this organization. Our intent in
belonging is twofold; first, to represent the
needs of our members and the resources we
manage, and second, to provide sound tech-
nical advice to the other member organ-
izations. The priority legislation which was
unanimously supported was the "Wetlands
Protection Bill". This bill expanded state
juris diction over destruction of wetland hab-
itat, primarily in the area of river floodplains.
During the legislative session, the Florida
Chapter . took part in a day of intensive lob-
bying in support of the bill; meeting with
several key legislators including the President
of the Senate. The bill eventually passed both
houses, and was signed into law. Vince
Williams '

MEMBERSHIP REMINDER

An organization's functional effec-
tiveness depends in large part on its size and
the activity of its leaders. Size alone is not an
accurate measure, but the higher the number
of members, the larger the pool from which to
choose leaders, officers and workers. We each
have special talents, interests and varying
amounts of time and ability. The larger the
membership pool, the more likely we are to
find the expertise and time to accomplish
collectively the works of the organization.
Therefore, membership is without doubt the
very heart, muscle and blood of the organi-
zation. All organizaitons are constantly losing
members and it takes active effort just to
maintain status quo. Each one of us dndivid-
vally is the most single effective means of
obtaining new members. We work daily with
top quality professionals which we would all be
proud to have as fellow members of the

Florida Chapter of AFS. They just need a

“little convincing and the opportunity

presented. Please give some thought to this
and some applications to your colleagues. It
certainly won't be the $3.00 cost of member-
ship that prevents their joining. - Ed Joyce
(Membership Chairman)

CLEAN WATER ACT

The Florida Chapter has learned that
there is an attempt being made to modify
Seante Bill 431 which is intended to reauthor-
ize the ‘National Clean Water Act. Modi-
fications proposed would allow municipalities
to, at their option, cease requiring industry to
pretreat wastes discharged to sewer systems.
Vince Williams has written Senator Paula
Hawkins on behalf of the Florida Chapter
expressing our opposition to such an amend-
ment on the grounds that pre-treatment of
industrial wastewater is vital to the main-
tenance of desired water guality in municipal
sewage treatment facility effluent. A copy of
this letter can be obtained from Vince. 1.
Tilmant '

.

SALARY IS5U

The Florida Chapter is becoming involved in a issue vital to the majority of our members, that is the salary scale for
fishery biolegists employed by state government. While we manage the second most valuable recreational fisheries in the nation,

“our salary scale ranks 43rd out of 50 states. On behaif of the Florida Chapter, Vince Williams has contacted the Directors of

}hose agencies which employ Fishery Scientists, the Governors' office, and the memebers of both House and Senate MNatural

Resources committees. The following is a letter sent to both Dr.

Robert Brantly, Executive Director GAFWFC, and their replys.

Eiton Gisssendanner, Executive Director DNR, and Col.

- 324 Bendowbrook Street
Kisetmmee, Florida 32743

May 29, 1985

Dr. Llton J. Gisxsendanner, Executive Director
Depariment of Natural Kesources

3900 Commonwealth Boulevard

Tallatassee, Florida 32303

Colencl Roberr M. Brantly, Executive Diyector
Florida Game snd Fresh Water Fish Cormisaion
€20 South Herldfan Street
Tsllahassee, Florida 32301

CGent lemen:

Eardier this year 1 took the 1iberty of sending each of you coples of a mespsge
which was presented to our members In Febrnary, Part of this mesgage dealt with an
ltew of voncern for wany of us, this belng salartes pakd to fisbery sclentisty wvorking
tn zlate goveromeni. Shortly thereafter, Mr, Carl Suilivan {the Executive Birectar of
our parent Sochcty), sdviscd me that he {ntended to wend a copy of hls national salary
update to Governor Graham. 1 requested that he provide each of you coples of this
-regmn In advance of the Governor, and 1 asewme that you heve recelved the seme, 1§
not, plesse let me know and E will provide these ap scon aa posaible.

7o begin with, I would ke to enphasize that the Soclety can not and will mot
seTve as a collective bargaining umit or loh‘,;{ng organization for salary fssues. Our
putpese In entering thia discunsion I to werve the enpressed needs of our members by
providing information concerning saiaries te those (Including youtselves} whe have the
th’lty to carrect exieting gross inadequacies. Estus Whicfield has responded favorsbly
to pur request for mgnistance in this area, aud has seggested that we cortact both of
yo tn further pursuc the matter.

As you know, giare galary levels for fishery sclentists have been very closn to the
tottom of the sational scale the past decade. 1 am sere there are wany reasons for
thls, hut ane old argumcnt acces to have been ar the forefrosmt. Oftentimes we have been

advlsed Lhat the State Departeent of Adminkstragfon wELLl not addresz salaxy structury

T fer particular class of ewployees unlees there i ¢ high aunual turoovet rate. Flehery
fsclentigts heve shown themselves to ke falrly stable in this regard, and perhsps this . .

* bhas had a dawpening effect on compensation. .

fur profession is somevhar different from most in that sfrer gradvation from a
Fluherlen progrom teee 4s o relatfvely long Tapprest teeahip™ |u-rl:vd whwke on
trdividual Fa teiralned la real-vorld working conditlons. During this time of
professtonal development ¢ [lshery sclentist becoties familiar with the spocific
resources he 13 to mannge, and In the crictlcal arens of dealing with the publie,
regulatory agencies, and in the political srenn. It fs this time that the [ishery
scivatIst reachus his professional maturity, and becomes a valuable aswet to his
crployer. ¥t Ly also at this bioc that lfs troining ond experience allow him to become
A oore malable coMmodity on the job market.

We feel that the gtate coo 11 afford to loose even a small number of tretned
profeasionaly te other employers. Cronted, vacated positions con casfly be f1Eled uitk
Teeent grodustes, but then the stote has £o go ‘throwgh the tedious and costly
Te-training proceas sgaing. our general opinlon s that thls con toke snywhere from twe
to four years. Ve hope you will be able to sdequately address this particular problem
itk the tepartment of Admlnintratfon. An you can [wagite, o 30% to 503 mmmusl turnover
zate of tralued flshery scientists would sbsolutely cripple fisheries programe wtatewide.

He would 1ike to teke this opportenity to dincuns g few specifle suggestions we have
in the arca of salocien,

Firat, w soggest that ns & reslistic target you Intldde In your upcoming biemnjnl
budpgety nolary ralses vhich viil move fishery sclentiste into the tep 25% natlonuide. We
cotfwate that this would cost spproximstely $4,500 per position. This should be done in
addition to sny grnersl ralaes given state employees, %o that the effect of this
adjustment would not be diluted,

Second, we suggest that itshery sclentista. tn light of the specific training and

education requircd for employwment, be placed in a scries of clanaifications by themselves.

¥his would aliow for conmideration of salary lasues based on our speciffc needs, rather
thas those of bloleglste in genersl. He vealize thin approsch is contrary to the
coasolidation philosophy of atate government, but 1t may prove necessary If this problem
§3 to be addressed in sny effective Eashion.

Third, we nuggust the ercotion of a second clorsification of {ishery scientisc
modeled nfter the professionat enpliecy secles.  Sioce we are vomparatively few in
mumhery sad work §n many diverse gpeefalty arean s general atate licensing examlnztion
wintld probably not be washble tn thix regard, and epecific cxaminat fons bascd e varfows

\?n-am of vxpert ke would be fmpraetfeal, We propose that the atoate wee a3 @ criteris
5

for tiin odvanced clasaification the Fisherles Scientist Cevtificagion program
cundurted by our parcit doclery. 1 hove requented that owr Execttive tHecctor,
MHr. Carl Sulilivan, provide both of you with the requlrewents for professionsl
certkfication. This 1s clearly not & rubber stanp certiflcatlon which anyone can
‘apply Eor and obtalt. There dre stringent requlrements established for both
educational ntandards and professiocnsl competence, the latter Judped by & peer review
commitece, According to our sorvey 302 of carrent Florida Chapter sexbers are
cectiFled. Om the average, for the paat ter yesrs, less than 85 certification
oprlicatione have been epprowed panually on A mational lewvel. If A second
clapsi[ication proves to be (mprectical, perhaps professionnl cereification could be
used ar o vehicle to provide individvaia thus “licensed” with an annual bonus, perhaps
at the level of 10X whove thelr sonus!l salery. Kither mechanisn would serve well fn
the gual of retalning #ighly qualified individusie in state service; however, the
former anproztll‘ would have lim added benefir of enhancing the profeesionol {mage of
fishery soleotistd, as well ns the sgencica they work [or within state governoent.

Fourth, since the Departwent of Naturml Reaources and the Come and Fresh Water
Fish Commisston are by far the msjor employces of Flshery sclentists in state
govermment, we styongly urge 2hat this problew be approsched by baths axencles in a
Jalnt, cooperative effort. )

In closing, let me state that we apprecizte your concern for our wembers. IFf our
Chaptoer can be of eny assistance, or 1f yob wish to soltcit our opinions on any actton

you might take, please contact me at Iyrmr conveniencs,

Sincepfly,
/4:4;)—/{{-[//4;’:{'5.

Viace WLE {mma

Freaident
wich
cct Eptus WUhitfield
* Conmor Davig, Herine Fisheries Commiszion
Carl Suklivan, Amcricen Firhcrles Soclety
5
k4
OB GRAHAM
Burriwer
GEORUE FIRESTONE
. Settviary nl Diste
. e 1 SITH
A R [
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Trenmrry
DOYLE CONNER

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESBQURCES ™

FIR 1 EON F OGNS KDANNLR Anriubtors
! Cnonen hasl wryer !

:::;:le‘:l . ) RALFH I. TURLINGTON

T Lorrmerremre enlrhs Rowlevard, Tatiatuc, Horide 51401 o ol Bt

Jone 1%, 1384

Mr. Vince Willlswa

Freaident

Fiorida Chupisr of tha Ansricen
Fleheriss "Society

1347 Hasdowbrook Strest

Kissimmee, Florida 31743

Dear Mr. WilYlfemei

Thark yeu vary soch fog your letber cooterning the savare salaty problems
of the stzte fishary scientist classificetions,

We are most curtaiuly in agraerent with you and the Asericen Fisheries
Sociaey on the need to wsks thess clesmifications moes coupetitive with
other atates and private and federsl sgenciss. Wa will procesd through
the bieanfsl budget request to rafes thio fssus in & forwsl manner. In
additfion, sur newly seteblished Marfna Fishartes Commdesion bas nide &
winilar obssxvetion, sod will be mscioting us in any woy popeibls to pet
tur professionale’ snlarias corrected,

.
Aguin, we greatly sppreciata yours end AFS's interest in this problea,
and the sfforte made to provide the cospsrabla selary informstfon. It
witl ba particularly helpfal in our sfforts to cottect the insdaquacies.

$incerely,

Hlton J, Clumendanner
Exscotive Director

EXGle)}

ec!  Estus Whitfield
Connor Davis
farl Sullivan

DIVISONE ¢ ADMINISTRATION BEAUHES AND SHOREY LAY INFORCEMEINT MARINK ARPOURCES
FTAYE LANDE




FLORIDA GAME AND FRESH WATER FISH COMMISSION

CTOMRAIKEY DLV M THOMAS L. HIRES SR. WILLIAM G. BOSTICK - JH. BAROCD MRS GILAERT W. HUMPHREY
(LN e Yir—an Lake Wales M comnshee

Winicr Haven Tenwusela
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904) 47 1900

ROBERT M. BRANTLY, Lanutive Mo
Fi BANKS, Avusiant Earstiee Dite tor

June 22, 5484

Mr. Vinca Williams, President

Florida Chapter of the Americarn
Fisheziea Socisty

1324 Meadowbrock Street

Kissimmet, F1 32743

Dear Vinces

This is in refarcnce to your Hay 29 jetter conceyning equitable pay
foy fisheries biologlats.

I can assers you that we are also concerned about the pay relationship
of our biologists with Ehe other states. While we can understaad the
neod for the etate of Florlda to consider turmover and recrultment
problems in detemmining pay grade assignments, we strongly feel that
untess our pay remains competitive for thase classes, we will experience
gevera problems in the future. On this basis, we expressed our concerns
to Secretary Smith in the Department of Mulnistration, We have encloswd
a copy of our letter to him regsrding this matter.

Since the Legislature mandsted that the Department of adminkstration
consolidate classas to reduce the total mumber of classes, we da not
feel that efforts should be wade at thie time to ¢reate ceparata clasces.
In additiom, it iz highly unlikely that the Department of Mwinistration

. would create a certified fish scienthst class series untess it could be
documented by need to perform the work or reyaired by law.

1 appreciate your input and concerns, and T can assure you that we
w#ill continue to be watehful and conceraed about adequate pay for our
employees in the Commisgion. If 1 may be of any further assistance,
please let we know.

Sincercly,

é;gl Robe f€- M. Brantly
Executive Director

Rolnr 7
PEk 3
Entlosure

: - My
2 75wy
PDepariment of Rdminisiration
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Sactetery o Adminieirion (904 2882113 BEBE BLOUNT. Chiet
Buirau af
Human Resouice Managenent
Imarawiment
May 22, 1984 : ME1-23-1
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Colucel Robert M. Brantly

Executfve Direetor

Florida Game and Fresh Water
Fish Commizsion

Farria Bryant Bullding

620 South Meridisn Street

Tallahsxses, Florida 1230)

Denr Colonel Brantly:

‘Thank you for providing & priocitized Hst of clusses in which your egency has expericnees
employment problems and the accompanying turmover Information substantiating these
problems.  Thig Information will be helpful to w as we proveed with our 9384
Comprehensive Salary Survey.

I you have eny questions or comments regarding this matter, please contact fne or
Phyltis Bragg of my staff at 487-1481,

Sineerely,

13 loun;, i!ﬁ!el

. Humen Resource Management Improvement

BRpbk

EQUAL OFFDRTUNITY EMPLOYEN AFFIFBIATIVE ACTION EMPLOYERA

vay 9, 1783

rx, Levin Smith, Swcretary
Twpacteont of Adednistzation
Roua 435, Carlton Bullding
takiabaness, FL ITICL

raax Tavins

Thic Lo ln relersnce to your memorandus cuncurning the review of
the Cowjensation Ple for 19v¢5-07 bifanian.

1 ferl that the review of the compenzation |lén shouid incluce a
survey of tha scleonthfic occupationdl grouy. Specifically, »u nave
detarminad thet the Rioloqical Sclentist classy seflbs I9)Fosenis an
ubder~compansatad tlags. Lur tughovar rate 1w not tetlaceive LE cha
potential probles Taciog our acleptifie prograns should vuz biloluygist
suddeniy lesve for voopetitive pay.

e have anciossd two studled oo the pay For gowernment-eopluyed
wildlite and fisharies blokogista. As yuu will nate, the atats af
lorida ranks wel) lelow the pationsl avéfage e Lutl stoales.. e
study coacludes that FloTiia is onw ui the ctates ™ih the most Jespulats
nagd of substantisl salary lncreases® fur {istwrivs and wildiife ololugiste.
Gince we pecrult natiomwile for those foultlons, w wuot CORPUTE aJalant
statun offeziny substantislly higher pay G tinba:rics and wildiife
biologist spplicanis,

we fipely belleve that a state which bas exphashzad o comnitment to
consurvation of its nArural resourcus shHould conponssts Ghe smployoes
dedlcated to this Soal at a covpetullve level, W therdfofe urjm that &
ktudy be conductedt un -this pay ineulty. - s

3f you-have any wuestives, ar 1f wa inay pIovide Turtber snforeacion,
pinadn contact us, - .

sSiagerely,

Cojouel kolart’ r. Lrantly
kxgcutive Blructor

e

EALYZX T4 1A
L LTI |
Lnglowken

;
/

FROM THE AFS HOME OFFICE

THE 1985 AFS BUDGET has been set at
$956,000, and provides for increasing paid
staff from 11 to 12 by employing an additional

clerk-typist. Other increases are primarily

postage, publication "sales promotion, and
cost-of -living adjustments.

TWO-TIERED CERTIFICATION - The Excom
has directed that effective January 1, 1935,
AFS institute a two-tier level of professional

certification as follows: The first tier will be

known as "Associate Fisheries Scientist" and
the second as "Certified Fisheries S5cientist.”
In order to meet requirements for the first
tier an individual would be required to make
proper application, pay the appropriate fee
and meet existing academic requirements for
certification. To become a "Certified
Fisheries Scientist" an applicant must submit
the appropriate application and fee, meet the
same academic requirements and have 5 years
experience. A Masters degree shall count for
one year's experience and a Ph.D. for two
additional vyears. First-tier certification,
"Associated Fisheries Scientist” will be
retainable for only 10 years, by which time the
individual would have to apply for second tier

status if he or she wishes to retain certi-_

fication.

AN AFS FEDERAL FISHERIES reorganization
committee has been jointly appointed by
President Janice Hughes and President-Elect
Rill Platts. The ad hoc committee will
develop a proposal for the reorganization of
the federal government's role in fisheries
resource matters. This effort has been trig-
gered by what AFS members perceive to be a
continuing deterioration of federal commit-
ments and initiatives in the entire fisheries
area. The committee has been asked to work
with all possible dispatch so that a firm pro-
posal might be ready for submission to
Congress and the Administration early next
year.

THE AFS NAME CHANGE INITIATIVE failed
by the decisive margin of two or one. While
the no-change proponents handily won out,
those who favored a change were split almost
evenly between the North American Fisheries
Society and The Fisheries Scciety.

EFFORTS TO PROTECT AND INCREASE
APPROPRIATIONS TO THE NATIONAL
MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE seem to be
paying off. Concerned conservation groups,
including AFS, have played a vital role in
convincing the House Appropriations
Committee to not only overturn the Admin-
istration's request for a 40% cut in NMFS
funding, but to add an additional 21.7 million
doliars.

STAN MOBERLY HAS BEEN ELECTED new
AFS Second Vice President in a spirited race
with Dr. Terry Haines. Moberly is from
Juneau, Alaska.

CONGRESSMAN JOHN BREAUX, more than
any other man, is responsible for the recently
expanded D-J success. As Chairman of the
Subcommittee on Fish, Wildlife Resources, and
the Environment, he was the primary sponsor
and principal congressional proponent.

FISH TUMORS continue to attract consid-
erable public attention, particularly in relation
to the possibility that they pose some health
hazard to humans. In order to develop an AFS
policy statement on the subject, the Executive
Committee has asked the Fish Health Section
to establish an ad hoc committee (which is to
include medical authorities) " to modify,
improve, and approve the Fish Health Section
draft statement on fish tumors. Following
approval, the statement is to be published in
FISHERIES. )

THE IMPACT OF FISHING CONTESTS on
fisheries resources is being studied by the AFS
Fisheries Management Section. One of the
"tools" being used is a concise one-page ques-
tionaire which has been mailed to the
directors of the 50 state conservation
agencies. Anyone with information relevant
to the subject should write to Lee C.
Redmond, President, Fisheries Management
Section, P.O. Box 180, Jefferson City, MO,
65102,

A FISH PHOTOGRAPH COMMITTEE may be
appointed in the near future to guide the
collection identification, preservation, and
"sharing" of the best possible photographs and
slides of fish species native to American
waters. If you or a colleague have a special
interest or talent in fish photography or photo
collection and would like to work with the
committee, please advise the central oifice.



