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Presidentôs Message: 
 

New Yearôs Resolution: Letôs Do What We Can To Give Back 

 

Being a member of the Florida Chapter of the American Fisheries Society has definitely helped me professionally and personally 

throughout my career. It is amazing the connections that can be made by attending and participating in annual meetings.  I defi-

nitely have quite a list of entertaining memories from these meetings and the associated bonfires. Like many of you, I always look 

forward to the annual meeting each year and whatever new work connections or memories it may bring.  As the professional soci-

ety for our line of work, it is important that we attend these annual meetings and continue to push fisheries science forward and 

improve the communication of this science and why it is important. I hope though that we all realize that being a chapter member 

of a fisheries society means more than just participating in the annual meeting.   

 

In order to something to benefit the state we all work in, we put together a committee to come up with an idea for an annual pro-

ject which members of the chapter could participate in and give something back.  The committee has decided that an annual trash 

cleanup on some of our aquatic resources around the state would be a great way for the chapter to help out. The idea will be that 

various chapter members around the state will host cleanups in their area.  This will help spread the effort out and allow for more 

people to participate as it would be very difficult to get everyone together in one place.  Our first cleanup events will be held in 

March of 2019 before the next chapter meeting.  All the regional cleanups may not be on the same date, but all will be in March.  

Following this year, we plan on moving the cleanup events to September to tie in with the International Coastal Cleanup Day and 

all the events associated with it.  We did not want to wait that long to begin though. More information and advertisements will be 

coming along shortly as to dates and specific locations. Please try to help out with one of these events and spread the word to 

anyone that may be interested in helping out.  

 

The following is a list of who has volunteered to host a cleanup event, what part of the state it will be located, and their contact 

info: 

 

Angela Collins  and Allison Durland Donahouï Tampa Bay Area, abcollins@ufl.edu and adurland@ufl.edu 

 

Beth Bowers ï Southeast Florida, mebowers5@gmail.com 

 

Amy Brownfield ï Northeast Florida, brownfieldamy@yahoo.com 

 

Nick Trippel ï Central Florida, nick.trippel@myfwc.com 

Meghann Bryant and Sherry Carpenter -Panhandle, Meghann.Bryant@myfwc.com and sherry.carpernter@floridadep.gov 

Please contact any of these folks if you would like to participate, or contact me if you are interested in hosting a cleanup event in 

your area.  

 

Hope everyone has a great 2019! 

Sincerely, 

Nick Trippel 

Florida Chapter President 

the  
Shellcracker 

mailto:abcollins@ufl.edu
mailto:mebowers5@gmail.com
mailto:nick.trippel@myfwc.com
mailto:Meghann.Bryant@myfwc.com
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American Fisheries Society 

Florida Chapter Officers  
 

President 
Nick Trippel  

FWC/FWRI 

601 W. Woodward Ave. 

Eustis, FL 32726 

Phone:  (352) 800-5015  

 Email:  nick.trippel@myfwc.com 

 

President-Elect 
Bob Heagey  

FWC/FWRI 

100 8th Avenue SE  

St. Petersburg, FL 33701 

Phone: (727) 502-4797 

Email: bob.heagey@myfwc.com 

 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Kevin Johnson  

FWC/FWRI 

601 W. Woodward Ave.  

Eustis, FL 32726  

Phone: (352) 800-5003  

Email: kevin.johnson@myfwc.com  

 

Newsletter Editor 

Scott Bisping 

FWC/DFFM 

601 W. Woodward Ave 

Eustis, FL 32726 

Phone: (352) 800-5027 

Email: Scott.Bisping@myfwc.com 

 

Past President 
Dr. Jeff Hill  

University of Florida  

Tropical Aquaculture Laboratory  

1408 24th Street SE  

Ruskin, FL 33570 

Phone: (813) 671-5230 ext. 118  

Email: jeffhill@ufl.edu  

Interested in contributing something to the Shellcracker?  

 

Email: Scott Bisping at Scott.Bisping@myfwc.com with 

any articles or information that you would like to be in-

cluded in the next issue.  The deadline for the next issue 

is March 15, 2019, so start fishing... 

 

American Fisheries Society 

Florida Chapter  

Student Sub-Unit Officers  
 

President 
Natalie Simon  

University of Florida  

Email: nsimon921@ufl.edu 

 

Vice President 
Allison Durland Donahou  

University of Florida  

Email: adurland@ufl.edu 

 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Beth Bowers  

Florida Atlantic University  

Email: mebowers5@gmail.com 

 

University Liaison 

Lauren Kircher  

Florida Atlantic University 

Email: lkircher2015@fau.edu 

Upcoming Events 

January 24ï27, 2019: Southern Division- Ameri-

can Fisheries Society meeting. Galveston Island, 

Texas.  

March 1, 2019: Chapter Award nomination dead-

line. 

April 3ï5, 2019: Florida Chapter Annual Meeting 

Haines City, Florida.  

Sept 29ïOct 3, 2019: National AFS & TWS Joint 

meeting.  
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A Brief Glimpse into the Reproductive Biology of Florida Fishes  

 
Contributions by Kevin Kroll (University of Florida), Carole Neidig (Mote Marine Lab), Lynne 

Parenti (Smithsonian Institution), Wes Porak (FWRI retired), Mari Carmen Uribe (Autonomous 

National University of Mexico), Jan Landsberg (FWRI), and Cheree Steward (FWRI) 

Our collective knowledge of fisheries biology is constructed from small building blocks of in-

formation that are provided by research across many scientific disciplines.  Dr. Harry J. Grier, a 

scientist and mentor to many, studied the reproductive biology of fishes in Florida, as well as 

other parts of the world.  This Feature Article provides a brief overview of some of Harryôs 

findings from research on two of Floridaôs iconic sportfish: Common Snook and Florida Bass.  

Harry also collaborated with a close colleague at the Smithsonian Institution, which allowed 

him to study fish species from around the world.  A few citations are provided to direct readers 

to papers highlighted in this article.   

 

Harry Grier dedicated much of his time at the Fish and Wildlife Research Institute (FWRI) 

working in collaboration with Mote Marine Laboratory scientists to further knowledge on the 

reproductive biology of Common Snook, Centropomus undecimalis, for application in improv-

ing production for stock enhancement.  His leadership led to many notable contributions, in-

cluding assessing reproductive condition in captive and wild Common Snook stocks, develop-

ing ñAdaptable Oocyte Stagingò techniques (Rhody, Neidig, Grier, et. al. [2013]), understand-

ing the development and fate of the postovulatory follicle complex, postovulatory follicle, fol-

liculogenesis (Grier, Neidig, & Quagio-Grassiotto, I. [2017]), ovarian germinal epithelium and 

folliculogenesis (Grier, 2000), and oocyte atresia. Harry selflessly engaged and shared his pas-

sion for discovery with all who worked along-side him, enriching each of our lives.  

 

Harry initiated studies of Florida Bass Micropterus floridanus, collaborating with FWRI fresh-

water biologists and colleagues at the University of Florida.  This collaborative research yielded 

the first of its kind molecular, hormonal, and histological documentation of the complete repro-

ductive cycle.  Two publications from this research summarized hormonal gene changes in the 

pituitary and ovary of female Florida Bass throughout an entire reproductive cycle (Martyniuk 

et al. 2009 and Dominguez et al. 2012).  These data are critical to discern between normal vs 

perturbed gene pathways in bass exposed to pollutants.  Harry also described morphological 

changes in oocytes and eggs of Florida Bass during various stages of pre- and post-ovulatory 

development using his staging schema that is based on mitosis and meiosis (Grier et al. 2018).  

During this study, Harry captured a one-in-a-million micrograph of histology that illustrates the 

failed attempt of sperm to enter a fertilized egg after the orifice of the micropyle was blocked 

because of cortical alveoli release (see Figure 1). 

 

Harry Grier was introduced to museum science in the 1960s by Donn E. Rosen, Curator of Ich-

thyology, at the American Museum of Natural History.  Rosen was also the major professor of 

Lynne Parenti.  Harry and Lynne, who, like Rosen, were native New Yorkers, began their col-

laboration in the late 1980s exploring the use of preserved, archival museum specimens 

[primarily at the Smithsonian Institution] to study fish reproductive biology and its application 

to fish systematics. Harryôs standards were high. Results of this collaboration were published in 

a series of papers, in particular Parenti & Grier (2004), all illustrated richly with photographic 

plates of fine detail and scientific import.  Harryôs scholarship was exemplary as he could see 

what others could not.  
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Figure 1Φ  Histological section of a fertilized egg (E) of Micropterus floridanus illustrates the 

animal pole egg surface 1.5 minutes after activated sperm were poured onto swirled eggs. Corti-

cal alveoli are still being released (carύ from the fertilized egg at the animal pole; the released 
contents (car*) have accumulated beneath an egg envelope (EEύΦ  Animal pole ooplasm is la-
belled oopΦ Enlargement of the egg envelope (F: upper left corner) to illustrate the micropyle 

(MPύ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘǊŜŜ sperm (spύ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ blocked from passing through the orifice of the micropyle 

by cortical alveoli release (arrow, asterisk).  Note that sperm flagella (fύ ŀǊŜ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ƛƴ this en-

larged photographic plate.  

Literature Cited 
Dominguez,G.A., J.M. Quattro, N.D. Denslow, K.J. Kroll, M.S. Prucha, W.F. Porak, H.J. Grier, and 

T.L. Sabo-Attwood. 2012.  Identification and Transcriptional Modulation of the Largemouth Bass, Mi-

cropterus salmoides, Vitellogenin Receptor During Oocyte Development by Insulin and Sex Steroids.  

Biology of Reproduction, 87(3):67, 1ï12. 

 

Grier, H.J., W. F. Porak, J. Carroll, and L.R. Parenti.  2018.   Oocyte Development and Staging in the 

Florida Bass, Micropterus floridanus (LeSueur, 1822), with Comments on the Evolution of Pelagic and 

Demersal Eggs in Bony Fishes, Copeia 106(2):329-345. 

 

Grier, H.J. 2000. Ovarian germinal epithelium and folliculogenesis in the common snook, Centropomus 

undecimalis (Teleostei: Centropomidae).  Journal of Morphology, 243(3):265. 

 

Grier, H.J., Neidig, C. L., Quagio-Grassiotto, I.  2017. Development and fate of the postovulatory folli-

cle complex, postovulatory follicle, and observations on folliculogenesis and oocyte atresia in ovulated 

common snook, Centropomus undecimalis (Block, 1792).  Journal of Morphology, 1-16.doi: 10.1002/

jmor.20652.  

 

Martyniuk, C.J., K.J. Kroll, W.F. Porak, C. Steward, H.J. Grier, and N.D. Denslow.  2009.  Seasonal 

relationship between gonadotropin, growth hormone, and estrogen receptor mRNA expression in the 

pituitary gland of largemouth bass.  General and Comparative Endocrinology, 163 (2009) 306ï317 

 

Parenti, L. R. & H. J. Grier. 2004. Evolution and phylogeny of gonad morphology in bony fishes. Inte-

grative and Comparative Biology, 44(5):333-348. 

 

Rhody, N. R., C.L. Neidig, H.J. Grier, K.L. Main, H. Migaud. 2013. Assessing Reproductive Condition 

in Captive and Wild Common Snook Stocks: A Comparison between the Wet Mount Technique and 

Histological Preparations.  Transactions of the American Fisheries Society, 2013 142(4):979-988. 
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     Remembering Harry Grier 
 

The fisheries world lost a valuable colleague 

last summer. Dr. Harry Grier was an expert in 

the reproductive biology of fishes, and a re-

search scientist with the Florida Fish and 

Wildlife Research Institute (FWRI) for more 

than 30 years before passing away in July.  

Harry brought his colorful, unique, and gre-

garious personality to work each day.  Those 

who knew Harry well appreciated that he was 

a sensitive, caring, and giving person.  He 

would make the rounds to visit coworkers to 

simply talk about life.  Humor was an integral 

part of these discussions, and the conversa-

tions frequently morphed into one of Harryôs 

impromptu lectures about the stages or stag-

ing of fish gonads 

 

Harryôs life and career were dedicated to 

learning about the secrets of fish reproduc-

tion; his contributions to the science are rec-

ognized worldwide.  When he was in the field collecting fish, it was difficult to keep him on task 

because every species offered new and fascinating possibilities for information about fish repro-

duction.  After Harry left his work at the institute each day, he frequently spent evenings and 

weekends caring for fish in his personal aquaculture facility.  When he wasnôt caring for fish 

there, Harry was studying histology or working on manuscripts.  Harryôs dedication and atten-

tion to detail were impressive.  One of his closest colleagues once said, ñHarry made me a better 

scientistò; a sentiment shared by others.  

 

Not only was Harry a groundbreaking scientist in his field of study, but he was also a superb 

photographer who enhanced the quality of his scientific publications with photographic plates of 

fine detail and scientific import.  As the informal, resident photographer at FWRI, Harry cap-

tured natural human moments when people were unaware of his presence.  He took hundreds of 

photographs at various FWRI functions and activities, both work and play. Harry will be deeply 

missed as a scientist, a photographer, and a genuinely unique and pleasant human being. 
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39th Annual Meeting of the Florida Chapter  

American Fisheries Society 

We invite you to submit abstracts for the 2019 annual meeting of the Florida Chapter of the American Fisher-

ies Society. The meeting will take place April 3ï5, 2019 at the Florida FFA Leadership Training Center, locat-

ed in Haines City, on the shore of Lake Pierce. We hope you can join us!  

 

The meeting will consist of both invited and contributed oral presentations and posters. The 2019 symposium 

is titled óTechnology-the Catch in Fisheriesô.  

 

Technology is the big game changer.  The shift from analog to digital and wired to wireless has changed how 

we do our jobs, how we spend leisure time, how we communicate with peers and family, how we manage our 

lives.  Fisheries, both freshwater and marine, are no exception.  While still using boats, hook & line, and nets 

as the main tools of harvesting, most fisheries have been transformed by advances in communication, precision 

navigating, detection and characterization of both fish and seabed, and even boating itself.  Fishery managers 

depend on fishery scientists to provide the best available data to make good informed decisions.  Hopefully the 

technology for harvesting is not outstripping the resource faster than fishery scientists can detect it.  The re-

source pie is still the same but there are many, many more players and they want bigger slices to justify the 

cost of their new technological marvels.  Agencies and institutions both public and private are now cultivating 

stakeholders in preparation for organized challenges to normal management strategies.  Are fishery scientists 

keeping up?  This symposium is your chance to present cutting edge ideas and tools that can be used to suc-

cessfully navigate some stormy high waters.     

We strongly encourage submissions for the symposium, but will also accept submissions outside the scope of 

the symposium topic. Therefore, in your abstract submission please specify if you would like your presentation 

to be part of the symposium.  

 

Deadline for abstract submission and early registration: Friday, February 22, 2019.  

April 3-5, 2019 

Florida FFA Leadership Training Center 


