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The 2016 Summer Field Workshop 
 

 

Creek Chub 
 
Chris Clancey and Leslie Nyce report the trip… 
 
The Montana Chapter of AFS sponsored a field workshop in the Miles City/Glendive area on May 17-18.  

Fourteen people, not including the presenters, attended the workshop. On the first day, we met at the Fish, 

Wildlife and Parks Regional Headquarters in Miles City and headed to the T&Y Diversion Dam on the Tongue 

River. The dam was historically a barrier to upstream fish passage and the ditch entrained large numbers of fish. 

Mike Backes, Regional Fish Manager for FWP and Roger Muggli, from the ditch company discussed a 

constructed bypass and fish screen that have helped with both problems. Mike also showed us the Pumpkin 

Creek soil lifts that were installed a couple years ago and have revegetated very well.  

 

Next, we headed back to the Miles City Fish Hatchery, where Mike Rhodes gave us a tour. He showed us, and 

discussed Pallid Sturgeon, Tiger Muskie, Large and Smallmouth Bass. Mike told us about the challenges of 

raising these fish and how they were used in management. As we toured the outdoor ponds he also told us about 

raising Channel Catfish during some years.  
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After lunch at the hatchery we headed to Cherry Creek near Terry, Montana. Christina Stuart, fisheries biologist 

for the BLM, showed us how seining is done in prairie streams and discussed the ecology of these incredibly 

productive systems, as well as efforts to preserve them. We caught and identified quite a few species of fish, 

including Flathead Chub, Fathead Minnow, Brassy Minnow, Emerald Shiner, Northern Plains Killifish, 

Common Carp, Creek Chub and Sand Shiner.  We enjoyed the discussion with Christina, Dr. Bob Bramblett 

and students from Montana State University. That evening, we headed to Glendive and Makoshika State Park, 

where Christina cooked a delicious dinner of Jambalaya and cornbread. A nice campfire and pleasant 

conversation ensued as people retired to their tents for the evening.  

 

 
Bob Bramblett and Christina Stuart 

 

The following morning we met Tom Shoush, park ranger at Makoshika. Tom was great! He gave us a tour of 

the park visitor’s center and discussed the history of the Park, including the geologic setting. He showed us 

fossils and other park features that gave us an appreciation of this wonderful place. If you are passing through 

Glendive, don’t miss the Park, it is right on the edge of town.  

 

Next we headed to Intake, where the diversion dam spans the Yellowstone River. First we met up with a couple 

FWP electrofishing boats, and biologist Mat Rugg, discussed the work that is being done to understand 

migration patterns of fish over and around the dam. We watched him surgically implant a transmitter in a 

Paddlefish and Blue Sucker. We were also shown a Goldeye, River Carpsucker, Sauger, Channel Catfish and 

Shovelnose Sturgeon.  

 

Then we headed over to the Intake Diversion Dam, which has been the subject of much consternation among 

irrigators, government agencies and other interested parties. The large, complicated headgate was rebuilt and 

plans for rebuilding the diversion are presently on hold while litigation proceeds over the issue of fish passage, 

including Pallid Sturgeon. You may recall that the Montana Chapter of AFS joined in this lawsuit by submitting 

a “Friend of the Court” brief. Mike Backes and Brad Schmitz of FWP discussed the issues at hand, including 

the need to study how the eventual structure affects fish passage. We are all hoping for a solution that satisfies 

the irrigation needs as well as provides passage for the endangered Pallid Sturgeon and other species.  

 

Next, we headed down to the campground and talked to Dr. Dennis Scarnecchia, University of Idaho, about the 

Paddlefish caviar operation. Unfortunately, no fish were caught while we were there, so we did not see how the 

process works.  
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Some folks headed home after lunch, but a few of us headed out with Christina Stuart and David Ritter, of the 

BLM, to sample another small stream. We went to Cedar Creek and seined some more small fish, but were 

equally fascinated by the large number of fossils in the rocks along the stream. That pretty much ended the 

workshop.  

 

The workshop was really interesting. Most of the attendees were from central or western Montana and we all 

really gained an appreciation for the hard work and commitment of our fellow Chapter members. The 

landscapes are beautiful and the fish are diverse. For those of us who work on coldwater streams, it was a 

reminder that these dedicated professionals work on underappreciated systems, and do not have the public 

support that we enjoy. Their challenges are many and their commitment is second to none. We were all very 

appreciative of the time they took to educate us.  
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Mark your calendars!! 

 

May 22-25, 2017:  WDAFS meeting hosted by MTAFS in Missoula, MT 

“Change and Continuity: Celebrating 50 years of Fisheries in the West” 

Planning for the 2017 meeting in Missoula, Montana is well underway! Missoula is a vibrant, active, and 
scenic setting for the meeting, and a river really does run through it.  The meeting will be held at the 
University of Montana on the banks of the Clark Fork River.  The rich cultural and natural history of the 
region has inspired the conservation and management of fisheries for decades, guaranteed to infuse the 
range of work you’ll see presented at this meeting. There will be a large, outdoor celebration recognizing 
the Montana Chapter’s 50th anniversary, where we will celebrate a half-century of exceptional science, 
stewardship, and dedication to the aquatic resources our members hold dear.  Fortunately for our 
microbrew fans, Missoula offers eight local breweries to taste the local flavors Missoulians love to 
celebrate. 

The meeting will include:  

 Symposia covering a wide range of captivating topics   
 Fun and educational field trips  
 Trade Show with enticing vendors 
 The mother of all raffles and auctions at the closing social and banquet 

And much, much more! 

More information will continue to be available at:  http://wdmtg.fisheries.org/ 

We look forward to sharing great science together and all that western Montana has to offer in Missoula, 
May 2017. 
 
Most Sincerely, 
Leslie Nyce & Amber Steed 
MTAFS President-Elect 2016 and President-Elect 201 
 

 

http://wdmtg.fisheries.org/
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Congratulations to Joe DosSantos - R.L. Wallace Native Fish Conservationist of the 
Year 

Every year the Native Fish Committee of the Idaho Chapter of the American 
Fisheries Society bestows upon a deserving individual the R. L. Wallace 
Native Fish Conservationist of the Year award. This award “recognizes 
outstanding achievements in the theatre of native fish conservation in Idaho 
by a single individual, group, or organization.”  

This year, Joe DosSantos, manager of Clark Fork Aquatic Programs, 
received the award for his, “career achievements on a variety of fish 
conservation activities in northern Idaho [which] embody the virtues of the 
Wallace Award as well as the broader mission of the American Fisheries 
Society” as Daniel Dauwalter, Chair of the Native Fish Committee said. 

His nomination noted that “Joe has played a significant role in the 
development and implementation of the LCFR [lower Clark Fork River] Native 
Salmonid Restoration Plan, an integral part of the Clark Fork Settlement 
Agreement, which…resulted in over $30 million dollars being invested in 
restoring and improving fish populations in the lower Clark Fork River/Lake 
Pend Oreille drainage straddling the Idaho/Montana border.” 

Last year, DosSantos won the Career Achievement Award from the Montana 
chapter of the American Fisheries Society. It is incredibly rare that an individual earns two prestigious awards from the 
same organization.  

 
 
 
 

 

Jeff Kershner reports on the upcoming International Trout Congress. 

We are pleased to announce that the call for Papers at The 1st International Congress is now open. The 

theme of the Congress is Conversations to Promote a Global Trout Conservation Network. 

We welcome papers related to the themes of the Congress that include trout conservation and science, 

literature, art, culture and education.   Scientific and conservation topics may include trout systematics and 

genetics, invasive species, conservation, management, and restoration.  The Congress will be held in 

Bozeman, Montana from 2-6 October 2016, with pre-conference field trips taking place the weekend prior 

to the meeting. 

Activities associated with the Congress include an art festival, an open house at the “Trout and Salmonid 

Collection” at the Montana State University Library, hosted social at world famous Simms Manufacturing 

and more.  The American Fisheries Society will publish a book from the Congress entitled “Diversity and 

Status of Trouts and Chars Worldwide”.   Contact us for more information.  

If you would like to contribute to the Congress program we encourage you to submit your abstracts by 

visiting our website www.troutcongress.org and following the link to the abstract page.  Deadline for 

submissions is August 15, 2016.  Registration for the Congress will open June 15, 2016. 
 

 

Joe DosSantos, left, receives the R.L. 
Wallace Native Fish Conservationist of 
the Year Award 

Announcements 

http://www.troutcongress.org/
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Like a Fish out of Water? 
 

 
 

Wade Fredenberg passed along an interesting link from the Outside Bozeman with an article by Debbie 

Drews.  This debates the popularity and ethics of catch-and-release fishing.  Like the article says “Ethics are 

never cut and dried”.   Check it out at http://www.outsidebozeman.com/magazine/archives/spring-2016/fish-

out-water 

 

  

 

Tag, You’re It 
 

By Joe DosSantos 
 

Aquatics Program Manager 

AVISTA Corp. 

(And also AFS member since 1980) 

 

Why be a Member of AFS? 

 

Joe DosSantos at Grouse Creek 

 
I just about fell out of my chair at our Business Meeting this year when they asked national members to raise 

their hands.  I had no idea how few Montana Chapter members are also members at the national level.  There is 

no doubt that we all care about conserving our fisheries resources by advancing the science, the policy, and the 

profession.  And as fisheries professionals, we all certainly live in one state or another but our professional 

perspectives should transcend these artificial boundaries.  I believe, for many reasons, that becoming a member 

of AFS is the first step toward achieving that lifelong dedication to our fisheries resources.  I became a member 

http://www.outsidebozeman.com/magazine/archives/spring-2016/fish-out-water
http://www.outsidebozeman.com/magazine/archives/spring-2016/fish-out-water
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of AFS in 1980, my first year of graduate school.  My major professor, Bob White, was MSU’s Coop Unit 

Leader, member of the Montana Chapter, national AFS Excom member and went onto to be president of AFS in 

1988-89.  Bob certainly instilled profession and professionalism in his students, and I certainly thank him for 

that. 

 

The best part of AFS membership to me is keeping up to date with all the aspects of our profession.  Staying up 

to date in our profession can be a full time job in itself, but as an AFS member, there are many ways to do this.  

There are the chapter, division, and national level annual meetings, which serves as great places to keep up with 

the science, but the opportunity to forge new relationships and collaboration is where it is at.  Over the years, I 

have had the opportunity to work with colleagues from coast to coast and Canada, all met through AFS.  There 

is our Chapter newsletter, but there is also the division and national newsletters, Fisheries magazine, and the 

opportunity to access or subscribe to the AFS peer-reviewed journals.  As with anything else, our profession is a 

two-way street.  AFS membership also affords you the means of communicating and disseminating the work 

you do through oral and poster presentations, peer-reviewed journal and Fisheries articles, and a variety of 

newsletters; locally, regionally, or nationally, your choice.  I may be of a different mindset, or generation, but I 

am a member of national AFS first, a division member second, and a chapter member third.  Oh yes, the cost: 

$90/year or $7.25/month (or two less draft beers/month).   

    

Lastly, Brian Marotz; tag you’re it. 

 
Editor’s Note:  Congratulations to Joe on his upcoming retirement in July.  Joe worked in fisheries for over 39 years. 

 

Your Chapter’s ExCom and Committee Chairs 
 
President  Dave Moser davemoser@mt.gov 

President elect Leslie Nyce lnyce@fs.fed.us 

Past- president Pat Saffel psaffel@mt.gov 

Secretary-Treasurer Scott Opitz soptiz@mt.gov 

Awards Adam Sepulveda asepulveda@usgs.gov 

Continuing Education Leslie Nyce lnyce@fs.fed.us 

Historian Paul Hamlin phamlin@mt.gov 

Resource Management Concerns Leanne Roulson Leanne.roulson@msu.montana.edu 

Membership Marc Terrazas marc.terrazas@gmail.com 

Public Outreach John Wachsmuth jwachsmuth@mt.gov 

Legislation Scott Bosse sbosse@americanriver.org 

Species of Special Concern Dave Stagliano 

Tyler Haddix 

dstagliano@mt.gov 

thaddix@mt.gov 

Raffle Michael Duncan michaelduncan12@hotmail.com 

Web Design and Content Travis Horton thorton@mt.gov 

Newsletter Beth Gardner bgardner@fs.fed.us 

Montana State Chapter President Jan Boyer jan.boyer@msu.montana.edu 
Montana State Chapter Vice President Casey Mulkey a1cmulk@hotmail.com 
Montana State Chapter Secretary Sean Lewandowski aloislew@gmail.com 
Montana State Chapter Treasurer Patrick Uthe patrick.uthe@gmail.com 
U of Montana Chapter President Tracy Wendt tracy.wendt@umontana.edu 
U of Montana Chapter Vice President Rennie Winkelman  
U of Montana Chapter 

Secretary/Treasuer 

Ian Anderson  
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