
BYLAWS OF THE TENNESSEE CHAPTER 

Ar cle 1 – Name and Objec ves 

a. The name of this organiza on shall be the Tennessee Chapter of the American Fisheries Society, 
hereina er referred to as the Chapter and Society respec vely. 
 

b. The objec ves of the Chapter shall be those of the American Fisheries Society as set forth in 
Ar cle 1 of the Cons tu on and to encourage the exchange of informa on by members of the 
Society residing within the Tennessee area. 

Ar cle 2 – Membership 

a. Ac ve Members of the Chapter shall be composed of those Society members in good standing 
residing within, working in, or having a professional interest in Tennessee fisheries resources. 
 

b. Affiliate Members are individuals or public or private ins tu ons without vo ng privileges who 
wish to support the Chapter and have paid annual calendar-year dues. 
 

c. Members of the Tennessee Technological University and University of Tennessee-Knoxville 
Student Subunits shall be recognized as Chapter members. 
 

d. Only Ac ve Members of the Society and Chapter may vote, hold office or chair a commi ee. 

Ar cle 3 – Mee ngs 

a. The Chapter shall hold at least one mee ng annually at a me and place designated by the 
Execu ve Commi ee. The program and presenta on of papers shall be the responsibility of the 
President-Elect. 

Ar cle 4 – Officers 

a. The officers of the Chapter shall consist of President, President-Elect, and Secretary, and -
Treasurer. 
 

b. All officers must be members in good standing of the Society and shall be nominated by the 
Chapter’s Nomina ons and Awards Coordinator. Officers shall be elected by a majority of ballots 
cast. Elec on methods shall be determined by the Execu ve Commi ee. 
 

c. Terms of newly elected officers shall change at the Chapter annual mee ng. With the excep on 
of Secretary and -Treasurer, officers shall serve for a period of one year in each office, and shall 
be ineligible for re-elec on for a period of one year a er the expira on of their term. The 
Secretary and Treasurer shall serve for a period of three years and may be elected to two 
consecu ve terms. In the case of a vacated posi on, the Execu ve Commi ee shall appoint a 
qualified replacement to fill an unexpired term. 
 



d. In the event of a cancella on of an annual mee ng the officers and members of any commi ees 
shall con nue to serve un l the next scheduled mee ng. 
 

e. No elected officer or appointed commi ee member of the Chapter shall receive any salary or 
other compensa on. Expenses may be defrayed from funds available to the Chapter when 
authorized by the Execu ve Commi ee. 

Ar cle 5 – Du es of Officers 

a. The President shall preside at all mee ngs, shall serve as the Chair of the Execu ve Commi ee 
and Chair of the Mee ng Planning Commi ee, shall represent the Chapter to the Southern 
Division and to the American Fisheries Society, shall make such appointments and perform other 
du es and func ons as are authorized and necessary, and proceed to the office of Past-President 
at the end of the term. 
 

b. The President-Elect shall planassist planning the Chapter’s annual mee ng, shall assume the 
du es of President in the event of their absence or inability to act, and advance to the office of 
President at the end of the term. 
 

c. The Secretary-Treasurer shall keep the official records of the Chapter, collect and be custodian of 
registra on fees collected under Ar cle 9 of these Bylaws, and any funds which may be allo ed 
to the Chapter. The Secretary-Treasurer shall disburse funds as may be authorized and necessary, 
submit a record of receipts and disbursements annually, maintain financial records in standard 
accoun ng format for review by Society officers and staff as needed or required, submit minutes 
of the annual Chapter business mee ng to the Execu ve Director and to the Secretary-Treasurer 
of the Division within 30 days a er the annual Chapter mee ng, and conduct elec ons. He/she 
shall perform such du es as may be requested by the Secretary-Treasurer of the American 
Fisheries Society and of the Southern Division. 
 

c.d. The Treasurer collects and is custodian of registra on fees collected under Ar cle 9 of these 
Bylaws, and any funds which may be allo ed to the Chapter.  The Treasurer shall disburse funds 
as may be authorized and necessary, submit a record of receipts and disbursements annually, 
maintain financial records in standard accoun ng format for review by Society officers and staff 
as needed or required. 

Ar cle 6 – Execu ve Commi ee 

a. The Execu ve Commi ee shall consist of the elected officers and immediate Past-President. 
Those with vo ng privileges shall be the President, President-Elect, Past-President,  and 
Secretary, and /Treasurer. 
 

b. The Commi ee is authorized to act for the Chapter between mee ngs and perform appropriate 
du es and func ons. 
 



c. A quorum is required for transac on of official business at an Execu ve Commi ee mee ng. A 
quorum for an Execu ve Commi ee mee ng shall consist of three of the fourive members. 
Execu ve Commi ee members can appoint a proxy. 
 

d. Each member of the Execu ve Commi ee shall have one vote on Execu ve Commi ee 
decisions. In the event of a e, the President’s vote shall be the deciding vote. 
 

e. Execu ve Commi ee mee ngs are called by the President. 

Ar cle 7 – Chapter Commi ees 

a. Commi ees and the Chairs of Commi ees, except as listed in Ar cles 5 and 6 of these bylaws, 
shall be appointed by the President as may be necessary for the conduct of Chapter ac vi es. 
The commi ees shall include but not be limited to Opera ons and Mee ng Planning. The terms 
of office for members of Chapter Commi ees shall end upon the discharge of the du es for 
which they were appointed, or at the next annual mee ng of the Chapter, whichever comes first. 

Opera ons Commi ee – A fivefour-member Opera ons Commi ee appointed by the President shall 
consist of a nomina ons and awards coordinator, a history editor, a newsle er editor, webmaster, 
and an outreach coordinator. The nomina ons and awards coordinator shall provide a slate of no 
more than two candidates (with their prior consent) for each elec ve posi on (President-Elect, and 
Secretary and /Treasurer), shall solicit nomina ons from the membership for the Outstanding 
Fisheries Scien st, Life me Achievement, Dis nguished Service, and Friend of Fisheries awards and 
shall oversee judgment of student presenta ons at the annual Chapter mee ng. The history editor 
shall maintain the Chapter’s historical record. The webmaster shall maintain the Chapter’s website. 
and serve as chapter webmaster. The newsle er editor shall publish and distribute the Chapter’s 
annual newsle er. The outreach coordinator shall manage the Chapter’s outreach ac vi es (e.g., 
Hu on Scholarship opportuni es for students, con nuing educa on opportuni es for Chapter 
members, kids’ fishing rodeos, social media and fundraisers) and may also be called upon to assist 
the Chapter President in dra ing posi on statements or resolu ons. 

b. Mee ng Planning Commi ee—Shall consist of the Commi ee Chair (President), President-elect, and 
at least two members appointed by the Chair.  This Commi ee shall plan the annual mee ng.      

Ar cle 8 – Vo ng and Quorum 

a. Decisions at mee ngs shall be by a majority of those present at any mee ng; except that a 
mo on for amendment of these Bylaws shall require a two-thirds majority, provided a quorum is 
present. 
 

b. A quorum at any Chapter mee ng for the transac on of official business shall be at least 10 
members in good standing. 
 

c. Business and vo ng may be conducted via mail or electronic media if approved by the Execu ve 
Commi ee. 



 
d. Unless otherwise specified in these Bylaws or the Society Cons tu on, Rules and Procedures, 

mee ngs are conducted according to the latest edi on of Robert’s Rules of Order. 

Ar cle 9 – Dues and Fees 

a. The Execu ve Commi ee may assess each registrant a ending mee ng(s) of the Chapter a 
registra on fee necessary to cover the costs of the mee ng(s) and Chapter ac vi es. Collec ons 
shall be made for financing the Chapter opera ons, as may be directed by the membership or by 
the authoriza on of the Execu ve Commi ee. 
 

b. Annual dues for membership in the Chapter shall be established by the Execu ve Commi ee 
subject to approval of the members vo ng at the annual mee ng and must be paid before the 
annual Chapter business mee ng. 
 

c. Collec ons shall be made by the Secretary-Treasurer and disbursements shall be made for 
financing Chapter opera ons, as may be directed by the membership or authorized by the 
Execu ve Commi ee. 

Ar cle 10 – Amendments of the Bylaws 

a. The Bylaws of the Chapter may be amended and approved in accordance with the Cons tu on 
of the Society and by Ar cle 8 of these Bylaws. 
 

b. The Bylaws of the Chapter may be amended upon recommenda on of three-fourths fi hs of the 
Execu ve Commi ee. Proposed amendments shall be circulated in wri ng to the membership at 
least 30 days prior to any regular mee ng at which a vote is to be taken. Such amendments shall 
pass upon approval by a two-thirds majority of the members present at any regular mee ng, 
provided a quorum is present. If vo ng is by mail or electronic ballot, members must be given at 
least 30 days to return their ballots. 
 

c. A pe on for amendment of the Bylaws signed by no less than 50 percent of the members 
irrespec ve of any ac on rela ve thereto taken by the Execu ve Commi ee shall be circulated 
to the membership at least 30 days prior to a regular mee ng. Such amendments shall pass 
upon approval by a two-thirds majority of the members present at any regular mee ng, 
provided a quorum is present. If vo ng is by mail or electronic ballot, members must be given at 
least 30 days to return their ballots. 
 

d. Amendments of Chapter Bylaws must be reviewed by the Society’s Cons tu onal Consultant for 
conformity with the Society’s Cons tu on, Bylaws, and Rules. The Cons tu onal Consultant 
presents the adopted amendment to the Society Governing Board for approval. Amendments do 
not take effect un l the Execu ve Director sends wri en no ce of the Governing Board’s 
approval. 

Ar cle 11 – Dissolu on 



a. Upon dissolu on of the Chapter, all assets and records will revert to the Society (presently 
exempt from federal tax under the provisions of Ar cle 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code) 
for the disposal in the best interest of the Chapter’s former members or of the Society, as 
described by the Governing Board. 


